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UNCLAS PRETORIA 3088 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS SE 

SUBJECT: SASO/BPC TERRORISM TRIAL ENTERS MAIN PHASE 
REE: PRETORIA 2936 

1 . SUMMARY: SEVEN MONTHS AETER EIRST COURT APPEARANCE, 
NINE SASO/BPC MEMBERS CHARGED UNDER TERRORISM ACT 
PLEADED NOT GUILTY AUGUST 11 AND 12 TO ALL COUNTS OF 
INDICTMENT EACING THEM. OPENING ARGUMENTS MADE BY 
PROSECUTION AND DEFENSE AUGUST 12, AND EIRST WITNESSES 
TESTIEIED FOLLOWING DAY, AS ACTUAL TRIAL BEGAN. FINAL 
WEEK OE TRIAL PRELIMINARIES WAS MARKED BY TEMPORARY 

DISMISSAL OF DEFENSE LAWYERS BY ACCUSED, DEFENSE MOTION 
CHALLENGING FITNEES OF PRESIDING JUDGE, AND FIRST 
OPPORTUNITY FOR DEFENDANTS TO SPEAK IN PUBLIC SINCE 
THEIR DETENTION AS LONG AS ELEVEN MONTHS AGO. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. FOLLOWING REPEATED FAILURE OF DEFENSE TEAM TO GAIN 
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DESIRED POSTPONEMENT TO STUDY INDICTMENT PARTICULARS 
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SUPPLIED BY PROSECUTION, AND WARY AS RESULT OE APPARENT 
DRASTIC CHANGE IN ATTITUDE OE JUSTICE BOSHOFE ( REETEL) 

THE NINE ACCUSED ANNOUNCED THEIR DISMISSAL OE DEEENSE TEAM 
AUGUST 7. SPEAKING IN THEIR OWN DEFENSE, ACCUSED SAID 
DISMISSAL PROMPTED BY LAWYERS INABILITY, THROUGH NO 
EAULT OE THEIR OWN, TO GET PROPER HEARING FROM JUDGE. 

(EYE JUDGE CONSTANTLY INTERRUPTED DEEENSE ARGUMENTS EOR 
POSTPONEMENT DURING PREVIOUS TWO SESSIONS. 

END EYI) 

3. EACHOE ACCUSED CHARGED JUDGE WITH BEING BIASED 
AND HAVING PREJUDICED DEEENSE CASE BY HIS ACTIONS AND 
STATEMENTS DURING ARGUMENT. EOR THESE REASONS THEY APPLIED 
EOR HIS REEUSAL AND ASKED FOR POSTPONEMENT UNTIL AUGUST 25 
SO THEY COULD 

EIND NEW COUNSEL TO REPRESENT THEM IN 
THIS APPLICATION. JUSTICE BOSHOEE REEUSED APPLICATION 
SAYING THERE WAS NO JUSTIEICATION FOR ALLEGATION AGAINST 
HIM. HE URGED THE ACCUSED TO RECONSIDER DISMISSAL ON 



COUNSELS AND TO CONTINUE WITH TRIAL. DEEENDANTS SUB- 
SEQUENTLY WITHDREW DISMISSAL. 

4. WHILE PLEADING TO CHARGES, EACH DEEENDANT MADE STATE- 
MENT DESCRIBING ATTITUDE TOWARD INDICTMENT AND BASIS OE 
DEEENSE. ALL DENIED EVER BEING INVOLVED WITH ANY ACTIVITIES 
WHICH COULD BE CONSTRUED AS " TERRORISTIC". TYPICAL OP 
STATEMENTS WAS THAT OF DR AUBREY MOKOAPE, BANNED POUNDING 

MEMBER OP BPC AND SASO, WHO SAID TRIALS " CLIMAX OF A 
POLITICAL VENDETTA AGAINST THE BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS MOVE- 
MENT", AND INDICTMENT SOUGHT TO " INTIMIDATE INDEPENDENT 
BLACK THOUGHT IN ORDER TO BUY TIME EOR WHITE BAASSKAP 
(SUPREMACY)". 

5. IN OPENING ARGUMENT CHIEF PROEECUTOR REES, 
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TRANSVAAL DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL SAID DEPENDANTS CON- 
SPIRED IN " DIABOLICAL ATTEMPT TO PLANT AND NUTURE THE 
CANCER OF RACIAL HATRED AND TO FAN THE PLAMES WHICH WOULD 

RESULT ( SIC)". HE SAID STATE WOULD PROVE ALL ACCUSED 

SOUGHT TO ENDANGER MAINTENANCE OF LAW AND ORDER, ENCOURAGE 

RACIAL HOSTILITY, ISOLATE REPUBLIC PROM POTENTIAL 

PRIENDS, WEAKEN ECONOMY, EMBARRASS THE STATE, AND " STIR 
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VIOLENT AND EMOTIONAL REACTION AMONG THE BLACKS". 

6. EIRST WITNESSES CALLED WERE PROFESSORS AT UNIVERSITY 

OF NORTH AT TURFLOOP WHERE PROFESSOR ELINIO RALLZ WAS HELD 

IN SEPTEMBER 1974. ONE TESTIFIED THAT, AS A WHITE MAN, 

HE HAD BEEN OFFENDED BY POSTERS ON CAMPUS. HE AND TWO 

OTHERS ALSO TESTIFIED THAT THEIR CAR WAS STONED AND THEY 
WERE THREATENED DURING COURSE OF RALLY. 

7. COMMENT: TRIAL PROMISES TO BE LENGTHY. EMB WILL 
MONITOR PROGRESS AND REPORT SIGNIFICANT 
DEVELOPMENTS. 

BOWDLER 
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